Emergency signaling for a person with quadriplegia and extraordinary respiratory risk.
Individuals without extremity function and rectus abdominis control are at increased risk for respiratory obstruction, arrest and loss of ability to call for assistance. To assist distressed patients, a simple and reliable head controlled signaling mechanism was designed for electric wheelchair use. Components are available in most communities. By using the device patients increase the response rate to their calls for help, and improve their sense of confidence and safety. The simplicity of the idea may serve to encourage staff to be likewise creative in solving other problems.